
Pastor’s weekly message for the 5th Sunday of Lent Cycle A

“You will live.”
Wanting to live is something that is rooted very deeply in us, something very 
strong.  We struggle, we fight to protect our life.  We do all we can to live better and
longer.  If we feel sick, we try to find the right medicine to be well again.  If 
somebody attacks us, we defend ourselves by all means.  We want to save our 
life.  This strong desire to live has been placed in us by God, Himself, when He 
created us.  When we read the story of God creating man, we see that:  “He 
breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became a living 
being.” (Gen. 2:7)  These words mean that God has poured into us something of 
His Life.  He has given us His own Spirit to bring us to life.  This is what we have 
heard in the first reading.  God says:  “I shall put my Spirit in you and you will 
live.”  We want to live, no matter how difficult life would be, we want to live.  The 
wonderful thing is that if we want to live, God wants it even more than we 
do.  He, Himself, has called us to life in the first place.  Then, He sent His own Son,
Jesus.  And when He came to live among us, Jesus said:  “I have come so that 
they may have life and have it to the full.” (Jn 10:10)  This is the reason why He 
became a man like us—so that we may become fully alive, that we may live a life 
that is rich and full.

Perhaps, you are thinking of one of your neighbors who has lost a spouse.  You 
may think of one member of your family who has lost a young child.  You say to 
yourself:  A life rich and full?  But it was so short, so soon cut off.  Let 
us, again, hear the words Jesus speaks in the Gospel of today:  “I am 
the Resurrection.  If anyone believes in Me, even though he dies he will live, and 
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”  What God has promised through 
the prophet Ezekiel:  “You will live.”  Jesus assures us that it is so.  It has 
happened for His friend, Lazarus, and it will happen for you and for me.  To our 
wanting to live, God answers by telling us that He wants us to live forever.  To 
live forever is something deep down in our hearts…it is something we want so 
much.  When we enjoy something, we would like this to go on and on.  When we 
feel peace in our hearts, we would like this peace to never go away.  When we are 
happy, we would like this happiness to continue forever.  We are longing for a time 
when our life will no longer be spoiled by tears and fears—a time when life will be 
rich and full, indeed.

This is exactly what God wants for us.  You say:  But what about death?  True, we 
have to face death.  Death is like a passage.  It is like a dark corridor or way to a 
large room filled with light where a feast is awaiting us.  And the one giving the 
feast is God, our Father, the loving Father who, when He first called us to life, 
wanted us to live forever.  Because of this, there should be no fear in our 
hearts.  He is waiting to welcome us.  No fear, because Jesus has passed through 
death before us.  Did you notice His words?  “If anyone believes in me, even 
though he dies, he will live…he will never die.”  In the second reading today, we 
heard Paul reminding the first Christians of Rome of this…  He repeats what 
Ezekiel had said and what Jesus has promised:  “The Spirit of Him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, then He who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies.”  Do we really believe the message Jesus 
speaks to us?  Are we ready to risk our life on His words?

Every Sunday, after the sermon, we pray together:  “I 
believe in God…  I believe in the life of the world to 
come.”  Or, sometimes we say:  “I believe in life 
everlasting.”  Do we really mean what we say?  If, as 
we say the words, the Lord touched us on the shoulder
and asked us:  “Do you really believe this?  What 
would our answer be?  Today, as we pray “I believe in 
God…” together, let us say the words slowly:  “I believe
in the life of the world to come.”


