
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST SUNDAY, Feb. 5th.

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE FOR THE 5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A

“You are the light of the world.”
We are surprised if we see someone hiding a lamp under a table, and yet we are 
not surprised at seeing a Christian who is not a light for others.  I ask you…is it not 
very strange?  In the first reading, Isaiah says:  “Share your bread with the hungry, 
and shelter the homeless poor, clothe the man you see to be naked and give relief 
to the oppressed.”  And, he adds:  “Then, will your light shine like the dawn, your 
light will rise in the darkness.”  After hearing this reading, we respond with the 
words of Psalm 111 which says:  “The good man is a light in the darkness.”  How?
The Psalm says:  “He is generous, merciful and just; he takes pity.”  The message 
is clear and simple.  But now, I ask myself…does my life speak this message 
clearly and simply?  Am I generous, merciful, and just?  Do I take pity on those 
around me?  Perhaps I should ask myself questions that go even deeper; 
questions that touch my life more closely, still.  If a poor man knocks at my door, 
how do I receive him?   If someone comes to me, saying he is hungry, do I 
welcome him at my table?  If I meet someone truly in need, do I do something to 
help her?  If I see someone unjustly treated, do I stand to defend her?  Whenever I
do, I am a light in the lives of those people.  When I do not, I leave them in the 
dark.

When I look back at my life, I can see many people who have come my way at 
different periods of my life...  Of all the people I have known, some faces come 
back to me very clearly.  They are the people who have been a light for me.  It may
be this or that quality in them that appeals to me.  It may be this or that attitude 
they had which was a light on my path.  Perhaps, one was generous to me.  The 
other person was always honest in his ways.  The third one was truly faithful; I 
could always count on his help.  Whatever it was, each one of them had something
that brought light into my life.  Something that really pointed to Christ.  Looking at 
that person, I could say:  “This is how Christ would be.”  And, this is a Christian—
what you and I are called to be for the people around us.  Jesus tells us:  “Your 
light must shine in the sight of men.”  What we say, what we do, should throw light 
on the path of all those with whom we live and work.

It may be you will consider this as boasting or showing off…to think that I can show
others what to do and how to live.  Yes, some people may be showing off.  Some 
people may try to be seen as pious or generous.  But a Christian behaves in this 
way, not to gain the praises of all people for himself.  No.  He follows what Christ 
Jesus says and what we have heard today.  “So that seeing your good works, they 
may give praises to your Father.”  Have you ever thought of this?  There are still 
many people living in our world who have never met Christ.  His message has 
never been spoken to them.  Unless they see the light of Christ, some of them will 
never come to know Him.  They need to see in your life what He can bring 
to their lives.

You may say…I have tried to live a good Christian life.  I have tried to follow Jesus 
and do what He asks from a Christian, but it seems some people around have not 
changed their ways.  They have not become better Christians, even if I try to show 
them by my example what Jesus expects from us.  Do not be discouraged.
Remember the saying:  “All the darkness in the world cannot blow out the one 
small candle burning in the night.”   Keep this in mind as you try to be a light for 
others.  I leave you with one thought:  Where can I and should I be a light this 
coming week?  With my family, friends, neighbors, visitors, strangers, etc.
Whoever comes my way, let my light shine on their way.


