
 

This week…..
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass Wed., Dec. 7th: 7:00 PM
Thurs., Dec. 8th: 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
Click on the picture to learn why we
celebrate this feast day.

Christmas Play "Halfway to Christmas"
Dec. 9th and 10th at 7:30 PM.  See website for details…...

PASTOR’S MESSAGE FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT CYCLE A

“Repent”
In the Gospel of today, we find this example of winnowing.  In fact, 
John the Baptist tells us that the Lord, Himself, is doing some 
winnowing.  John says the Lord is coming and…‘his winnowing fan 
is in his hand.’  This is an invitation to us…an invitation to do some 
winnowing in our own lives.  In simple words it means, to stand 
back and to look at my heart; to look at my life and to see the 
things that are important, and to recognize other things as less 
important.  When I look at my life, I see that there are many things 
that have shaped it.  Many things have touched my life and have 
made it the way it is.  What are those things?  The opinions of 
others; the examples of people around me; the things I read in 
books and magazines; the experiences I have or what happens to 
me.  All these have made me a certain kind of person.  I have 
developed certain habits.  I hold on to certain values.  In other 
words, some things are important to me.  In some situations, I 
have this or that attitude.  In my relationships with people, I have 
certain ways of doing.  Those things give to my life its own special 
form or shape.
For example, I have habits of talking about other people and 
making their faults known to others.  Or, the habit of always 
postponing what I should do now.  I am lazy.  Or, I put too much 
value on money; it is very important for me to get a lot of money.
Perhaps, too, I am hungry for power.  Then, in my attitude towards 
people, I may be impatient.  I may be quick to start a quarrel.  In 
my ways with others, it may happen that I am not always honest.  I 
sometimes cheat and deceive others.  At times, it is good to stand 
back and look at my life from a distance.  During Advent especially,
it is good to do this.  Then, I can start the work of separating 
the good from the less good.  This is the kind of winnowing or 
weeding we are talking about.  I can ask myself:  What are the 
habits I have that are good and those that are not?  What are the 
values or important things I should hold on to and those I should 
reject?  What are the attitudes I can develop and those I should 
abandon?  What are the ways of acting I can keep, and those I 
should change?
In the Gospel, we have heard John the Baptist telling us:  “Repent.”
To repent is to turn away from my evil ways and to follow the Lord.
The winnowing that I have done has shown my evil ways.  Now I 
must be ready to throw away whatever prevents me from following
the Lord.  If I do this, then I am, indeed, doing what John the 
Baptist asks us to do:  “Prepare a way for the Lord; make His 
paths straight.”  This is what we are asked to do this second week 
of Advent…to make straight our ways so that the Lord may come 
into our hearts, into our lives.  At Christmas, the Lord wants to 
come to each of us.  It is up to me, up to you, to prepare for His 
coming by making straight His path.  Nobody can do this for you.
Only you can do it for yourself.  Only I can do it for myself.
This coming week, let me take 15 or 20 minutes, one evening.  Let 
me sit quietly, alone.  Or, let me go into my room, close the door 
behind myself, and sit there with the Lord.  Let me take some time 
to look at myself, to look at my life, not just with my own eyes, but 
with the Lord’s eyes.  Let me try to see myself as He sees me.
Then, slowly I will discover what kind of winnowing He wants me to
do in my life.  What are the things He is happy with, and those 
other things He would like me to take out from my life?  In this way,
quietly and peacefully, I can prepare for my confession before 
Christmas.  Let me, already, tell the Lord that I am sorry for all my 
crooked ways.  And, let me tell Him also that I am ready to change 
my ways in order to make straight His path to me.  Then, I know I 
will have answered the call of John the Baptist:  “REPENT!”


