
St. Patrick Vacation Bible School
Mon. June 21 - Fri. June 25

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s around the bend, but God does! At 
Splash Canyon, kids discover that, on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side.

Splash Canyon features three age levels: Early Childhood for pre-K and K; Primary for grades 1
 and 2; and Elementary for grades 3 through 5

 To register click the link below

LINK

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE  11TH SUNDAY, YEAR B

Much about life is a mystery.  Today’s Gospel speaks about it in these words:  ‘…a man 
throws seed on the land.   Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not know.  Of its own accord, the land produces first 
the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.’  A few weeks after planting seed in 
your field, you go back and dig it out.  Would you see the same seed that you 
planted?  What you will see would be the seed that you placed in the ground, but it would 
be completely changed.  Rotten, it has now burst into a tiny plant that did not look at all 
like the seed itself.  It is the same life, but in a different form. What makes all this possible 
in the seed is the hidden power of life itself.  And this is difficult to explain.  And this is only
the life of plants...  Our human life is even more wonderful!  And there is still another kind 
of life, greater and more wonderful—God’s life in us.
 
In the Gospel, Jesus speaks first, of the life of plants, but He uses it as an example of 
another kind of life.  He says:  “This is what the Kingdom of God is like…”  What is the 
Kingdom of God?  It is God’s presence.  God, offering to us, His life and His love.  It is God 
wanting to come more and more into our daily life, sharing with us what He is.  The Gospel 
is telling us today that God’s life in us is like a seed planted in the ground.  The seed is 
small, it looks weak.  It does not look alive.  And it does not look as if much could come out 
of it.  It is alive, and when given what it needs, it grows and bears fruit.  Jesus tells us it is 
the same with God’s life in us.  We receive it first at Baptism.  We become God’s children 
and we share in His own life.  At the beginning, it is something small.  Our faith is like a 
seed.  But, like the seed, if it is given what it needs, it grows and grows…  It is true that the
seed grows by itself, but it still needs good earth and sun and rain.  Otherwise, it cannot 
grow, nor bear fruit.

https://stpatricklargo.org/vacation-bible-school-registration


It is the same with God’s life in us.  God wants it to grow, and He does His part.  He gives 
us His body and blood in the Eucharist.  He gives us His Holy Spirit.  He helps us in so 
many ways.  He gives us all kinds of gifts and blessings.  But…there is still something 
missing.  And that something…even He can not give.  It is our share in the work.  What is 
our share?  First, we must welcome God into our lives.  Not only once at Baptism, and then
forget about it.  Life with God, friendship with God, is something that must go on day and 
night, all the time.  We must try to become more and more aware of God, of His love for 
us.  Aware, too, of His ways, of what He expects from us.

We know that there are things that can harm the seed we place in the ground.  If it is not 
planted deep enough, it will not take root.  If it is planted in the place where the earth is 
very poor and we do not fertilize, it will grow very little.  If the sun is too hot and the rain is 
not enough, the young plant will dry up.  And, if there are too many weeds, the plant will 
get choked.  In the same way, there are things that can harm God’s life in us.  If I do not 
read God’s word in the bible…if I do not listen to those ready to talk to me about Him…my 
knowledge of Him will remain small.  If I do not turn to Him in prayer, every day, our 
friendship will not be able to grow.  If I follow the ways of people around me when I know 
well that they are not God’s ways, His life in me is in danger of drying up.  The ways of 
cheating and stealing; the ways of selfishness; thinking only of myself; the ways of pride 
and stubbornness…all go against God’s life in me.

What kind of Christians are we?  Does the seed of God’s life in us grow into a nice plant, 
and is it growing day and night?  Or, has it started to dry up because we are doing nothing 
to protect it?


