
PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
“Love one another”

Today, the second reading and the Gospel speak much about love.  The word itself is used many times in both 
readings.  Both readings are from John, the apostle.  In the Gospel, he writes for us the words Jesus spoke on the
night before He died.  “As the Father has loved Me, so I love you.  Remain in My love. If you keep My 
commandments, you will remain in My love.  This is My commandment:  love one another, as I have loved 
you.”  And several years after Jesus had returned to His Father, John kept repeating the same message.  We get 
it from our second reading which is from a letter that John wrote to the first Christians. He tells them—and us, 
too:  “My dear people, let us love one another since love comes from God…”

What is that love that Jesus asks us to have for one another?  True love looks at the other…it goes in the 
direction of other people.  It thinks of what could help them.  What could make them happy.  What is pleasant to
them, etc.  It centers on those around me, those I meet, those in need.  In daily life, we see examples of such 
love.  The mother whose child is sick in the hospital.  She stays there, perhaps for weeks, near the child.  She 
sleeps very little.  She is away from home.  She tries to do all she can to lessen the pain of the child.  She 



patiently feeds him.  She cares for him with much gentleness, and yes, with great love.  For us Christians, there 
is one example given to us of what real love is about.  Jesus reminds us of it when He says:  “Love one another, 
as I have loved you.”  A man can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends…”  This is 
exactly what He has done for us.  He has given His life so we may live.  This is how He has loved us.  Does it 
mean that we, too, must die for other people?

It may have this meaning in a few situations.  But it means, more often, to die to the selfishness in me.  To die to
this way of thinking which says:  “I am doing fine for myself, let others do the same!”  Or, before doing 
anything, asking myself:  “What is in it for me?”  In other words, will I benefit from it, myself?  If yes, let me 
do it.  If not, let others get busy with that.  When I start ‘dying’ to the selfishness within me, then little by little, I
come to love others.  I can take time to visit older people who feel lonely.  I am ready to sit with a woman 
whose husband has left her with the children.  I can support someone who is in a difficult situation.  For 
example, a working companion who has lost his job.  I try to help him find some other work.

As I do this, I also change the way I look at people.  I come to accept people as they are.  I accept them as 
different from myself.  I no longer judge them in a harsh way, as I used to do.  I can make allowances for their 
mistakes.  I am more understanding of their weakness.  I can forget about the harm someone has done to me.  I 
do not start fighting over a small matter.  I do not keep grudges over old hurts.  I can look more at other people’s
hurts and try to do something to bring them comfort.  All these ways show what true love is about.  It is about 
giving.  Giving my time, my abilities, my knowledge, my experience...  And in giving this, I give something of 
my life.  I am following what Jesus asks of me:  ‘to lay down my life.’  It is not easy to do.  But Jesus, who asks 
us to live in this way, is ready to help us.  He promised:  “The Father will give you anything you ask in my 
name.”  Why not ask Him to help us love others as He loves us?  Today, pick one person and decide you will do
something for him/her that will please them, and make them feel happy.

Ten Week Bible Study on the Prophets beginning May 18th. Click the 
link below for more information and to join the study.

Join BIBLE STUDY
Mass Times:
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 5:30 PM
Daily: Mon.- Sat. 8:00 AM
Wednesday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  8:30 AM-6:00 PM 
followed by Healing Service and Benediction at 6:00 PM
Confession: Sat. 3:30 PM

Sat. 11:00 AM: Rosary for the end of Covid 19 virus   Conference call 
number:  717-275-8940  PIN Number 369 8340# 

https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2FStPat7.flocknote.com%2Fbutton%2F486304126%3Ftoken=3**m5u4p%2FA69kiUOM%2F4oo%2FfNOebu7.5O5UAJ5LiM0F5FsRa%2FW%2FQ795%2Fm%26user=bn15fwwgelv4z7xaus88gwgftmwxe6zltr55hmv272tsasp261/1/010001794e3b8ac2-56d6d656-522b-4e01-aab2-50da4cea090b-000000/VFN6SwKlH-OJFG1X7CrmmGDv7so=213

