
Mass Times:
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 5:30 PM
Daily: Mon.- Sat. 8:00 AM
Wednesday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  8:30 AM-6:00 PM followed by Healing
Service and Benediction at 6:00 PM
Confession: Sat. 3:30 PM

Sat. 11:00 AM: Rosary for the end of Covid 19 virus   
Conference call number:  717-275-8940  PIN Number 369 8340# 

Tues. April 27th at 7:00 PM: The Sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop Parkes 
presiding

Sunday May 2nd at the 10:00 AM Mass: First Communion

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE, 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER B
“You are witnesses to this.”

This Sunday, the first reading and the Gospel ask us to be witnesses.  In the first reading, 
Peter is speaking to a group of fellow Jews.  He tells them they “have accused the just One 
and demanded the reprieve of a murderer.”  And Peter adds:  “God, however, raised Him from
the dead, and to that fact we are the witnesses.” What Peter is doing on that day is simply 
repeating what Jesus, Himself, had told him and his companions a short time before.  This is 
what we have heard in the Gospel.  After rising from the dead, Jesus appeared to His 
apostles.  At first, ‘They thought they were seeing a ghost.’  Jesus shows them, clearly, that 
they are seeing Him, and not a ghost.   “He then opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures.”  And, He ended with these words:  “You are witnesses to this.”

Last Sunday, we saw how we are to grow in our faith, as Christians.  We saw that, little by 
little, we must pass from believing to realizing that Jesus is alive.  That He is always with us, 
and today, we see that we should be so convinced of this that we feel we MUST—we HAVE 
TO—speak about it.  We need to share, with others, this faith in Jesus.  We need to invite 
people to welcome Jesus into their own lives.  What does it mean, then?

First, it means that we should not be ashamed to be known as Christians.  We should not 
hide this fact or feel shy when we are asked if we are the followers of Jesus.  Second, it 
means that I live my life, from day to day, as I know He wants me to do.  In other words, I try 
to be faithful to what He asks me in the Gospel.  In this way, my life becomes an example to 
those around me, of what it means to be a Christian.  Third, it means that we will speak 
ABOUT HIM and FOR HIM when the occasion arises for doing so.  Parents with their 
children; the neighbors with one another; with my friends; my co-workers; and new people I 
meet.

Being a witness for Jesus is not something that you do only when you are asked:  “Do you 
believe in God, or do you believe in Jesus?”  You are a witness to Him when you speak the 
truth.  If you have done something wrong, you do not try to throw the blame on someone else.
You do your work, as best you can.  You are there on time. You fully take the responsibility 
that is yours.  You are a witness to Jesus when you are honest in your business. If someone 



is accused falsely, you defend that person.  You see a beggar and you reach out to him/her, 
and you give what you can to help.  If someone makes fun of the Christian faith, you can 
firmly correct him, without insulting him.  All these ways, and many others that you, yourself, 
can find…are the occasions you are given to do what Jesus asks each one of us today, as He
tells us:  “You are witnesses to this.”

Yes, we are witnesses to Him.  Witnesses that He is present in our world today.  Even though 
the eyes of our body can not see Him, we are witnesses to the fact that He is with us.  We are
for Him, and we speak for Him. Look back at your life for a few moments at the different times
when things happened and you could have shown yourself as a Christian, and you did not.  
You could have said something or done something…but you kept silent; you did nothing.  Ask 
Jesus to forgive you for those times.  And ask Him, also, to give you the strength and the 
courage to be a faithful witness to Him in the future.  


