
This week... March 7-13
Mass Times:
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 5:30 PM
Daily: Mon.- Sat. 8:00 AM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 8:30 AM-6:00 PM followed by 
Healing Service and Benediction at 6:00 PM
Stations of the Cross:  Fri. 7:00 PM
Confession: Sat. 3:30 PM

Sat. 11:00 AM: Rosary for the end of Covid 19 virus   Conference call number:  717-275-8940  
PIN Number 369 8340#

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT B
“He drove them all out of the Temple”

In the Gospel, today, we see how people are amazed at what they saw and heard from Jesus of 
Nazareth.  He has always been known to be kind and gentle; always having pity on those who are in 
a bad way.  But today in the Gospel, He is different.  Has He changed, or what?  We see Him making 
a whip out of some cord.  He drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the
money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of 
here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’

The Jews are annoyed, and they question Jesus’ action.  And what about ourselves?  As we hear this
Gospel, how do we feel in our hearts?  Do we think that Jesus went a bit too far?  Though it is bad to 
be angry, He should not have lost His temper like this.  The picture of Jesus we get from what 
happened on that day is very different from the way we are used to thinking of Jesus.  He is always 
kind and gentle.  Not at all the kind of man who could make a whip and drive people out—especially 
out of the Temple!  We have been taught that Jesus is “gentle and humble of heart,” (Matt 11:29) and 
so He is.  He, Himself, said it.  He was moved with pity on many occasions.  He shed tears at the 
death of His friend Lazarus (Jn 11:36).  He was sad and moved at seeing how His people, the Jews, 
refused to receive Him (Mt 23: 37-39).  But this does not mean that He is weak.  He is not the kind of 
“milk and water” person that we sometimes meet.  The kind that God, Himself, speaks about “neither 
cold nor hot” (Rev 3:140).

As we see today, Jesus is strong and firm.  He can stand for what He believes.  He has the courage 
of His convictions.  When something important is not respected, Jesus has the courage to defend it.  



When something precious is not kept or protected, Jesus is not afraid to correct the situation.  And to 
do so with strength that anger gives….  When God’s house is turned into a marketplace, could God’s 
Son remain silent?  We, as Christians, are the followers of Christ.  Do we follow Him up to the 
Temple, even on a day like today?  Or do we stay at the door, until the trouble is over because we do 
not like trouble?  We do not want to be people who disturb others.  We do not mean that you must 
start abusing people, shouting, and quarreling with others, out of impatience when your wishes are 
not respected.  This is not what we are speaking about here...  The anger that is good is the one that 
defends something important that is not respected.  At such times, we must have the courage to 
stand up and stand for what is destroyed or abused.  It is sad to see some Christians with very little 
conviction and little courage—having no backbone.  The bones in our back are what allows us to 
stand upright, as human beings should.  To stand up straight and look other people in the eyes…to 
face whatever we must face.  As Christians, this is what we are called to be.

For example:  when our Christian faith is laughed at, are we able to stand-up for it and speak to 
defend it?  When we see corruption and bribery taking place, even among Christians, are we strong 
enough to say something against that?  As Christians, we must be convinced that there is nothing we 
are to be ashamed of in our faith and a lot to be proud of.  And this should show in our ways.  In our 
way of standing-up and speaking-out for what we believe.  Today, look back on the times when you 
saw something happening which your heart told you was not as it should be.  What did you do?  Did 
you remain silent?  Did you say I must not get involved in other people’s business?  Are you ready to 
do otherwise next time—to do something that will show that you truly follow Christ?


