
This week…
Mass Times:
Sat. 4:30 PM Sun. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 5:30 PM
Daily: Mon.- Sat. 8:00 AM
Wednesday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  8:30 AM-6:00 PM followed 
by Evening Prayer and Benediction at 6:00 PM Confession: Sat. 3:30 PM

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C

“The life that God wants”
“Do you love God?” You would probably say:   I love God.   Yes, we love God. 
At least, we try to love Him. Deep in our hearts, we know, well, that He is so 
good to us. He loves us in so many ways. He gives us so many gifts and 
blessings…we want to love Him in return. To show that we love Him, we want
to please Him. But, at times, we are not too sure how to go about this. What 
can we do to make God happy? Today, in the second reading, the apostle, 
Paul, gives us the answer to this question. He tells us how we can please 
God. He says: “We urge you and appeal to you to make more and more 
progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live; the life that God 
wants.” Paul asks us to live the life that God wants. This is what will really be
pleasing to God. But, what is this kind of life? In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
shows us what that life is which will please God, our Father. He tells us what 
we are to do: “Watch yourselves, or your heart will be coarsened with 
debauchery and drunkenness, and the cares of life… Stay awake, praying at 
all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand 
with confidence before the Son of man.”

Jesus is telling us two things: to watch ourselves and to stay awake.   Why 
does He say we should watch ourselves? Because our hearts will be 
coarsened. This means our hearts will become hard. They will not listen to 
God’s message. They will not be attentive to what pleases Him. Jesus 
mentions three things that can make our hearts hard: debauchery, 
drunkenness, and the cares of life. Debauchery is a great lack of respect for 
God’s gift to me; the power to share with Him in bringing forth new life in 
this world.   Drunkenness is another way of using God’s gift in the wrong 
way. God has given us many things to make our life happy. But, when He 
gives us something, He wants us to use it in a way pleasing to Him. When I 
get drunk so often, I don't behave as a human being anymore. The cares of 
life that Jesus speaks about are the worries and fears that should not be in 
our hearts—worries about things that make us restless or fearful. How can I 
listen to God's voice in my heart, when my heart is so busy listening to other 
voices?

Jesus says that we should “stay awake, praying” for STRENGTH—the 
strength to survive all that is going to happen. The problems, difficulties, and
troubles that life brings. We can overcome them only by the strength of God. 
With that strength, we will not get discouraged, no matter what we are faced
with. Pray, as well, for CONFIDENCE. The confidence to stand before Jesus 
without fear in our hearts. God loves us more than we can understand. In 
Jesus, He has shown this love in the greatest possible way. He does not 
want us to be afraid of Him. He expects to find the trust of loving children in 
our hearts—children who are certain they are loved.

This is “the life that God wants.” Paul tells us: “You are already living it.” 
Yes, we try to…but, we know that we can do better.  This period of Advent is 
a good time to start. It is a good time for each of us to examine our own life 
and see if it is really ‘the kind of life that we are meant to live.’ As we look at 
our lives this week, we should each pick one thing that we know God would 
not want to see there.     It can be drunkenness; unfaithfulness to a marriage
partner; whatever it is…let us get rid of it.  To be able to do this, let us ask 
God for His own strength to work in me. And let me have full confidence that 
He will give me this, and that I will be accepting of what is needed…in order 
to live the life that He wants.




