
Mass Times:
 Sat. 4:30 PM
 Sun. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 5:30 PM

 Daily: Mon.- Sat. 8:00 AM
 Confession: Sat. 3:30 PM
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Wed. 8:30 AM

- 6:00 PM followed by Healing Service and
Benediction at 6:00 PM

 

This week...
The Office will be closed Mon. Jan. 18 in
Commemoration of Martin Luther King Holiday.
Click the link below to learn what is being done in
our Diocese to promote racial harmony.

dosp.org/racialharmony

Friday Jan. 22nd at 10:00 AM
Join Bishop Parkes for the Diocesan Mass for Life on the Day of Prayer for the
legal protection of unborn children. Livestreamed at: dosp.org/livestream 

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE 2ND SUNDAY Year B
In the first reading, we meet a boy called Samuel.  He was living in the Temple with
the prophet, Eli.  We are told that “Samuel had, as yet, no knowledge of the Lord.”
 In other words, he was unaware of how God spoke to His messengers, the
prophets.  So, one night, Samuel heard a voice calling him and of course, he thought
that it was the prophet, Eli.  The old man could no longer see very well.  So, this boy
went to him, but the prophet said:  “I did not call.”  This happened three times.  After
the third time, Eli understood that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he
said to Samuel:  “Go and lie down and if someone calls say, ‘Speak, Lord, your

https://www.dosp.org/racialharmony/


servant is listening.’”  And the story tells us that when God called again, this time,
young Samuel answered: “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” The first reading
ends saying:  “Samuel grew, and God was with him and let no word of His fall to the
ground.”   Are we ready to say what Samuel said?  Are we ready to listen?  Really
give Him our full attention, and not allowing any part of His message to be lost on
us?

This is not easy.  Because we are so busy with many other things, we can become
easily distracted.  Many times during our celebration on Sunday, when the first
reading is being read, some of us are thinking of what we will do after the prayer
time is over.  We can not even repeat one word of the second reading, except for the
name of Paul, the apostle!  Then, when the person reading the Gospel is nearly
halfway through, we suddenly ask ourselves, ‘What is the Gospel about?’  Many of
us will smile, of course…it happens to all of us at one time or another.

In the Gospel, we meet two disciples of John, the Baptist.  Of them it is said:
 “Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus.”  We know well that we can not hear
if we do not listen.  How can we hear Jesus speaking to us if we do not listen?  How
will we truly follow Him like those two disciples if we do not listen to His voice?  God
speaks clearly in the pages of the bible.  And, He speaks also in the depths of our
hearts.  But perhaps we are like young Samuel—we have not yet learned how to
recognize His voice.  Or, is it that we are afraid of what He may tell us, if we truly
listen?  Perhaps we will not like what we hear.  Sunday after Sunday, we come
together to worship God; He speaks to us.  His words can be words of comfort and
encouragement.  They can be words calling us to do something, showing us the
way.  They can be words of promise of what God has in store for us.  Whatever it is,
we can be sure that God speaks to us.  He wants us to listen to Him.

Some people say, ‘I pray, and I want to hear what God says, but He does not speak.’
 This may be because, when they pray, they are too busy doing all the talking
themselves and God does not have a chance to speak.  When we do this, we control
the situation, in a way.  We pray about what we want to talk about.  We ask the
questions we want to ask.  We come back on the things we want to come back to.
 And what about the things, and the questions, and the situation, that He—God—
would like to talk to us about? When we go to pray, let us talk, but at the same time
let us take time to be quiet and listen to what God wants to say to us.  In our prayer,
like the boy, Samuel, may we say:  ”Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”


